Since 1967, the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) has provided the public the right to request

access to records from any federal agency. It is often described as the law that keeps citizens in
the know about their government. Federal agencies are required to disclose any information
requested under the FOIA unless it falls under one of nine exemptions which protect interests such

as personal privacy, national security, and law enforcement.
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Exemptions

Congress established nine categories of information that are not required to be released in
response to a FOIA request because release would be harmful to a governmental or private
interest. These categories are called “exemptions” from disclosure and protect for example,

personal privacy, privileged communications, and law enforcement interests.

There are nine (9) exemptions to FOIA.
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o (i) that have been released to any person under paragraph (3); and

o (ii)(1) that because of the nature of their subject matter, the agency
determines have become or are likely to become the subject of
subsequent requests for substantially the same records; or

o (1) that have been requested 3 or more times; and



r publicirspectionand-copyingcurrent public inspection in an

electronic format


















request of -

o (1) such determination and the reasons therefor;

o (Il) the right of such person to seek assistance from the FOIA
Public Liaison of the agency; and

o (Ill) in the case of an adverse determination -

o (aa) the right of such person to appeal to the head of the agency,
within a period determined by the head of the agency that is not
less than 90 days after the date of such adverse determination;
and

o (bb) the right of such person to seek dispute resolution services
from the FOIA Public Liaison of the agency or the Office of

Government Information Services; and



theageney the agency,

and notify the requester of the right of the requester to seek dispute
resolution services from the Office of Government Information

Services.


















and to the Director of the Office of Government Information Services






























