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Formulating PSG's

Formulating a PSG

During the past decade, it has become increasingly important that attorneys
formulate PSGs carefully and with a clear understanding of the current law in
their jurisdictions. Moreover, since PSG claims are now more likely to result
in federal litigation, it is important that the strongest PSG(s) possible be
preserved at the I) level since new PSG definitions cannot be introduced on

appeal.

Practice Tips

When determining the parameters of a PSG, attorneys should first follow

these steps:
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group), while not binding in the Seventh Circuit, are |

strategizing on this point.

Domestic violence/forced
relationships claims:

“Ms. X belongs to the particular social group of “Salvadoran women,” or
more narrowly “Salvadoran women in [domestic/intimate/marital]
relationships they are unable to leave” or “women in the X family/immediate
family members of Mr. X” or “Salvadoran women who have flouted or

resisted Salvadoran social norms.”

Gang-based claims:



“Mr. X belongs to the particular social group of “Salvadorans who have
[violated/opposed/disobeyed] gang norms;” “Salvadoran small business
owners who have opposed the MS-13;” “Salvadorans who have witnessed
gang crimes and reported them to law enforcement;” “family members of
MS-13 gang members,” or more narrowly, “the immediate family members of

Mr. X.”
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